	Unit 6: Judicial Branch and the Legal System

	Pacing: ~9 days, 12/2/2015
	

	Essential Questions: (AKA Study Guide) 
	Focus
	Thinking Skills

	CE.C&G3:
3.1

1. How does Rule of Law establish a system of limits on both the people and the government? 

2. Which documents help create and protect rule of law for the United States? 

3. What is “equal protections under the law” and why is it essential to our system of government? 

4. Which documents ensure equal protection? 
3.5, 3.7
4. What are the different types of jurisdiction in our court system? 

5. What are the differences between trial and appellate courts? 

6. How is our court system an adversarial in nature? 

7. Why is it important for people accused of a crime to have due process of law?

8. What are the potential outcomes of not granting due process rights to the accused? 

9. Describe the different people who are involved in the court system.

10. Why are these different jobs important for due process of the law? 

11. What early influences helped shape our legal system? 

2.6
12. How does the system for the Judicial Branch change with each level of government? (Local, State, Federal).

13. How has the system of law changed with time?

14. How do courts use precedent? 

2.7

15. Which court cases have changed the way we look at different laws and structures of the Constitution? Describe the changes.
16. Why are these court cases essential for the development and structure of the Judicial branch? 

5.2

17  Explain the concept of “innocent until proven guilty.” 
18.  Who has the burden of proof in a criminal case?

19.  Who has the burden of proof in a civil case?

20. What are the steps in the judicial process for someone accused of a crime? 

21. How does civil court differ from criminal court? 

22. How does juvenile court differ from adult court? 

23. What is “recidivism” and how does it impact our legal system? 

24. Describe the differences between a misdemeanor and a felony. How are they treated in the eyes of the law? 


	1. State Courts

2. Federal Courts

3. Purposes of Law

4. Law Enforcement

5. Limits on Governed

6. Limits on Government

7. Types of Laws

8. Individual Rights
	· Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage
· Consider multiple perspectives of various people in the past

· Evaluate the influence of the past on contemporary issues

· Support interpretations with historical evidence

	
	Vocabulary

	
	1. Judicial Review

2. Adversary

3. Criminal Court

4. Civil Court

5. Judge

6. Petit Jury

7. Grand Jury

8. Prosecutor
9. Defendant

10. Public Defender

11. Supreme Court

12. Justice

13. Appellate Court


	14. District Court

15.  Original Jurisdiction
16. Appellate Jurisdiction

17. Concurrent Jurisdiction

18. Exclusive Jurisdiction

19. Majority opinion

20. Dissenting Opinion

21. Concurring Opinion

22. Misdemeanor

23. Felony

24. Ordinance

25. Statutes

26. Recidivism

	27. Plaintiff
28. Civil Law

29. Criminal Law

30. Bailiff

31. Verdict

32. Indictment

33. Due Process

34. Hung Jury

35. Rehabilitation

36. Acquittal 

37. Subpoena

38. Deterrence 

39. Restitution

40. Precedent 

41. Burden of Proof


